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Holy Communion: Our Daily Bread. 





HE Council of Trent having in view the unspeakable treasures 
of grace which are offered to the faithful who receive the 
most Holy Eucharist, makes the following.declaration: ‘““The 
holy Synod would desire that at every Mass the faithful who 

afe present should communicate not only spiritually, by way of in- 

ternal affection, but sacramentally, by the actual reception of the 

Eucharist” (Sess. 22 chap. 6).—These words declare plainly enough 

the wish of the Church that all Christians should be daily nourished 

by this Heavenly Banquet, and should derive therefrom abundant 
fruit for their sanctification. 

“And this wish of the Council is in entire agreement with that 
desire wherewith Christ our Lord was inflamed when He instituted 
this divine Sacrament. For He Himself more than once, and in no 
ambiguous terms, pointed out the necessity of eating His flesh and 
drinking His blood, especially in these words: “This is the bread 
that cometh down from heaven; not as your fathers did eat manna 
and are dead: he that eateth this bread shall live forever’ (John vi. 
59). Now, from this comparison of the food of angels with bread 
and with the manna, it was easily to be understood by His disciples 
that, as the body is daily nourished with bread, and as the Hebrews 
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were daily nourished with manna in the desert, so the Christian soul 
might daily partake of this heavenly bread and be refreshed thereby. 
Moreover, whereas, in the Lord’s Prayer, we are bidden to ask for 
‘our daily bread,’ the holy Fathers of the Church all but unanimously 
teach that by these words must be understood, not so much that 
material bread which is the support of the body, as the Eucharistic 
Bread which ought to be our daily food” (Decree, Dec. 20, 1905). 

It is, therefore, the desire of Christ and of the Church, that all 
the faithful should daily approach the Sacred Banquet. 

His Holiness, Pius X., who has very much at heart the spread of 
this practice so praiseworthy and so pleasing to God, has greatly 
facilitated the conditions requisite for receiving daily (Rescript 
May 30, 1905). 

Six Points to Be Remembered. 

On Dec. 20, 1905, in a Decree of the Sacred Congregation of 
the Council, the Holy Father determined the doctrine regarding this 
point and the disposition required, namely : 

1. ‘Frequent and daily Communion, as a thing most earnestly 
desired by Christ, our Lord, and by the Catholic Church, should be 
open to all the faithful, of whatever rank and condition of life; so 
that no one who is in the state of grace, and who approaches the 
Holy Table with a right and devout intention, can lawfully be hin- 
dered therefrom. 

2. “‘A right intention consists in this: that he who approaches 
the Holy Table should do so, not out of routine, or vain-glory, or 
human respect, but for the purpose of pleasing God, of being more 
closely united with Him by charity, and of seeking this divine remedy 
for his weaknesses and defects. 

9. “‘Although it is more expedient that those who communicate 
frequently or daily should be free from venial sins, especially from 
such as are fully deliberate, and from any affection thereto, neverthe- 
less, it is sufficient that they be free from mortal sin, with the purpose 
of never sinning mortally in future; and, if they have this sincere 
purpose, it is impossible but that daily communicants should gradu- 
ally emancipate themselves from venial sins, and from all affection 
thereto. 

4. ‘‘But whereas the Sacraments of the New Law, though they 
take effect ex opere operato, nevertheless, produce a greater effect in 
proportion as the dispositions of the recipient are better; therefore, 
care is to be taken that Holy Communion be preceded by serious 
preparation, and followed by a suitable thanksgiving ennenting to 
each one’s strength, circumstances, and duties. 
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5. ‘That the practice of frequent and daily Communion may be 
carried out with greater prudence and merit, the confessor’s advice 
should be asked. Confessors, however, are to be careful not to dis- 
suade any one from frequent and daily Communion, provided that he 
is in a state of grace and approaches with a right intention. 

6. “‘But since it is plain that, by the frequent or daily reception 
of the Holy Eucharist, union with Christ is fostered, the spiritual life 
more abundantly sustained, the soul more richly endowed with vir- 
tues, and an even surer pledge of everlasting happiness bestowed on 
the recipient, therefore, parish priests, confessors and preachers —in 
accordance with the approved teaching of the Roman Catechism—are 
frequently, and with great zeal, to exhort the faithful to this devout 
and salutary practice.” 

In a decree of the Sacred Congregation of Indulgences, dated 
Feb. 14, 1906, the Holy Father, Pius X., grants to all who, in the 
state of grace and with aright and devout intention, receive Holy 
Communion at least five times a week, the privilege of gaining all 
plenary indulgences that can be gained during the time, without being 
obliged to go to confession weekly; this is likewise the case, if they 
go to confession but once a fortnight or even less often. 


The ‘Our Father’’ Pre-supposes Daily Holy Communion. 


The fourth petition of the Our Father concerns not only the 
material bread necessary for the sustenance of our body, but also, 
and in a special manner, the spiritual nourishment needed by our 
soul, particularly the nourishment of the Holy Eucharist, as is under- 
stood by the venerable interpreters of the Our Father. In this petition 
we ask for daily bread, daily for the body, daily for the soul; con- 
sequently we likewise ask for daily Communion. And if we petition 
God for it, should we not then receive it daily? Hence, it follows 
from this petition in the Our Father, that it is well for all Christians 
to receive Holy Communion daily, for the Our Father was meant 
for all, providing, of course, that they have the proper dispositions 
for Communion. 


Se 


Please take notice of our beautiful frontispiece, representing 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and the picture of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, on the last page. 

' Both these pictures we keep on hand in large sizes for fram- 
ing, measuring 19x25 inches. Sacred Heart of Jesus price $0.25; 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, $0.25. Both together, post paid $0.45. 
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The Holy Angels and the Blessed Sacrament. 





(For the feast of the Guardian Angels.) 

[ HE holy angels are not sufficiently known and honored, and 
especially is their presence before the Blessed Sacrament often 
disregarded by Christians. Father Faber writes: “The Bless- 
ed Sacrament properly belongs to human souls. It is so in- 

timately theirs that it cannot be participated in by angelic spirits. 

Nevertheless, there exists a very intimate relation between the angels 

and the Blessed Sacrament. 

“‘The Holy Eucharist is the special mystery of that human nature 
in which Christ is the head of the angels. It is one of the great 
mysteries they adore, and into which they humbly desire to gaze. 
They contemplate It with special admiration, and follow It all over 
the world, when in the hands of the priest, upon the throne, in the 
tabernacle, in Its silent visits to the sick, as if they were attracted 
by It, which in reality is the case. The Holy Eucharist is called the 
Food of angels and the Bread of angels, and although they cannot 
enjoy the actual, sacramental union with the flesh of our dear Lord, 
they doubtless nourish their spirits therewith by a kind of fervent, 
spiritual Communion.” 

St. Chrysostom, this wonderful priest and great luminary of the 
Church, frequently saw the house of God filled with angels; this was 
the case principally when the Holy Sacrifice was being offered. Toa 
few of his intimate friends he related with astonishing joy the following: 

“‘When the priest had begun the Holy Sacrifice, a great number 
of celestial spirits suddenly appeared, clothed in dazzling white gar- 
ments, their feet bare, and stood about the altar silently, and with 
reverent attention, until the sacred mysteries were completed. There- 
upon they separated, and going about the church, assisted with burning 
zeal, the bishop, the priests and deacons in administering the sacred 
body and precious blood.” 

Regarding the demeanor of the holy angels at Mass, and par- 
ticularly at the elevation, St. Bridget expresses herself as follows: 

“Once when a priest said Mass and had reached the elevation, 
I heard heavenly music and saw many angels approaching, who 
showed a profound reverence to the priest. When the words of con- 
secration were spoken, the bread was changed into a living lamb, 
having a human countenance. The angels and saints adored the 
Lamb of God, and manifested towards It the greatest reverence. BI. 
Mary d’ Ognies, often at the elevation of the sacred host, saw our 
Lord in the form of a child, surrounded by angels. If the Holy 
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Sacrifice was being offered by a pious priest, she saw the angels re- 
splendent with joy. Whenever St. Catherine of Siena saw our Lord 
in the Blessed Sacrament, she usually saw angels holding a golden 
veil, in the center of which was a sacred host with the image of a 
child, this golden veil being a symbol of the mystery.” 

In the lives of the saints, we read among other wonderful things, 
that they received Holy Communion at times from the hands of angels. 
St. Stanislaus Kostka received Holy Communion twice at the hand 
of an angel. Angels administered the Bread of Life to many holy 
hermits. A stranger once said to a hermit, “My Father, how is it 
possible that being so far in the desert, you are able to receive Holy 
Communion every Sunday?” ‘‘The Lord provides for that,” replied 
the Saint. “‘He sends one of His angels to bring me the sacred host, 
and I am not the only one whom the mercy of God has thus favored: 
all who for love of God come to this desert, concealed from the gaze 
of men, often enjoy the same privilege.” 

It was revealed to St. Mechtild that whenever a sacrament is 
being administered, a host of angels are in attendance. Saints have 
seen angels in attendance when the priest distributed Holy Com- 
munion. 

One time when BI. Margaret M. Alacoque was engaged near the 
choir, the Sacred Heart of Jesus appeared to her anew. The Divine 
Heart was surrounded by seraphim who sang with wonderful harmony : 
““Love conquers, love enjoys, the love of the Sacred Heart gives hap- 
piness!” The blessed spirits requested her to sing with them, but as 
she considered herself unworthy, they proposed to enter into an alli- 
ance with her. ‘They promised to take her place before the Blessed 
Sacrament when she could not be there, for which service she was to 
permit these glorious inhabitants of heaven to participate in the merits 
of the sufferings she endured for the love of God. 

Bl. Margaret wrote to Father Croisset that the angels have the 
special occupation continually to love, praise and venerate the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. By being united with them, 
they become our representatives; they offer our homage to the Divine 
Heart, they will supply what is wanting in our love, as well as for 
those who do not love our Lord, and will make reparation for the 
many acts of irreverence of which we have been guilty. We should, 
therefore, be mindful of the presence of the angels when we are before 
the Blessed Sacrament, and beseech them to love, adore, praise and 
glorify our Lord for us. 

If at any time the duties of our state prevent us from paying a 
visit to the Blessed Sacrament, or from going to Mass, let us send 
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our angel guardian before the tabernacle or to hear Mass in our stead. 
Numberless devout souls have followed this pious pratice, and our 
Lord has rewarded this act gf love with many blessings. Veneration 
of the holy angels is in general a source of inexpressible graces and 
special protection in danger of body and soul. 


Se 


A Saintly Maiden of Our Own Days. 





N the life of Gemma Galgani, a saintly maiden, who died at 

Lucca, Italy, on April 11, 1903, at the early age of twenty- 

four, we read that, she was favored with the continuous and 

sensible presence of her guardian angel. She saw him with 
her bodily eyes, and touched him with her hand, and spoke to him as 
familiarly as one friend speaks to another. She sometimes saw him 
suspended in the air with outstretched wings, his hands joined in pray- 
er, or spread over her as if to protect and bless her; at other times he 
appeared kneeling beside her. They recited psalms or other vocal pray- 
ers alternately, or repeated ejaculations, each endeavoring with a holy 
rivalry to repeat them louder than the other. Whenever she raised 
her eyes to gaze on him or converse with him, even though it were 
out of time of prayer, she immediately fell into an ecstasy, and com- 
pletely lost the use of her senses; but as soon as she left off looking 
at him or conversing with him, she came to herself again. 

Words canuot tell what advantages Gemma derived from the 
visible presence of her heavenly guardian. She laid her own needs 
and those of others before him, and found in him great help in time 
of trouble, especially when engaged in some struggle with her spiritual 
enemy. She charged him with commissions of different kinds to 
God, the Blessed Virgin, and her celestial protectors; and she even 
gave him letters closed and sealed for one or other of them, begging 
him to bring her back an answer in due time; and these letters were 
actually carried away. 

This strange fact Father Germano, her spiritual director, repeat- 
edly verified for himself. Whenever she despatched her angel with 
a letter to some one who still dwelt on earth, as often happened, she 
felt great surprise if she did not receive an answer. ‘‘Although,” she 
wrote, ‘‘it is now so many days since I sent you word by the angel, 
nothing has been done. You might at least have returned me an 
answer by him that you did not intend to trouble yourself about the 
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affair. At all events, do not be angry with me, if I now importune 
you with a letter: the matter is a very important one.” 

In this way she kept her angel constantly in motion, and he, on 
his part, showed the utmost willingness to second her desires. Even 
when she had not invoked him, he hastened to help her in every need 
and peril: especially he kept the demon in check, whenever this 
ghostly enemy of hers tried to do her harm. She was regardless of 
self when it was a question of avoiding temporal evils or dangers; 
but the angel took care to forewarn and forearm her, and so saved 
her from evils which would otherwise have befallen her. Once he 
said to her in a tone full of compassion: ‘Poor child! how imperfect 
thou art: how much thou needest that others should keep constant 
guard over thee. Oh, how much patience I must have with thee!” 

His chief care, however, was for her spiritual welfare, and so he 
took every occasion to admonish and instruct her with lessons full 
of heavenly wisdom. These lessons Gemma sometimes repeated to 
her spiritual father in the conferences which he held from time to 
time with her. On one occasion, the angel, fearing that any of his 
words should be lost, ordered her to take down in writing what he 
was about to say to her. She took pen and paper and sat down at 
her desk, while her heavenly visitor stood beside her and began to 
dictate as follows :— 

““Remember, daughter, that whoever truly loves Jesus speaks little 
and bears all things. I commandthee, on the part of Jesus, always 
to refrain from giving thy own opinion, unless it is asked: always to 
prefer silence to upholding thy own views. Whenever thou hast 
committed a fault, accuse thyself of it at once, and do not wait for 
others to accuse thee. Pay entire obedience to thy confessor, and to 
those whom he commands thee to obey; and be sincere and open with 
them. Be careful to keep a guard over thy eyes, and be assured 
that the eyes which are mortified shall see God.” 


Sm 


Approbation and Recommendation. I beg to say that your pe- 
tiodical of the Blessed Sacrament “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
has my hearty approval and recommendation. 

St. Joseph, Mo., May 25, 1905. *F M. F. Burke. 
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Whole Anti-clerical Parish Converted 
by Appearance of Divine Child. 


APRIL 20, IgI2. 


REMARKABLE demonstration of the truth of the real presence 
of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament and another illus- 
tration of the fact that the age of miracles has not passed, 
took place in Manzaneda, diocese of Astorga, Spain, some 

months ago. The whole parish practically had become anti-clerical, 





and as a consequence, Redemptorist Fathers were sent to conduct a 
mission in the hope of undoing the great mischief that had been 
caused. 

One night while services were being held our Lord appeared in 
the sacred host on the altar. As a result of this marvelous mani- 
festation, all the people repented of their wrong doing, became 
reconciled to Mother Church and approached the sacraments. 

The account of the occurrence was written by the superior of 
the missioners. A translation was sent to a prominent Catholic of 
England, accompanied by the following letter: 


LONDON, ENGLAND, ST. JOSEPH’s CLAPHAM. 
Dear Mr. Denehy, 

I send you a translation of a full account of a miracu- 
lous appearance of our Blessed Lord in the sacred host at San 
Martin, a church near the town of Manzaneda, in the diocese of 
Astorga, in Spain. It occurred during a mission given by the Re- 
demptorist Fathers, and the account is written by the superior of the 
mission. It is once more a manifestation of how pleased our Lord 
is to see little children at his altar, and how He hears their prayers. 

Yours very sincerely, 
J. MacnieEr, C. SS. R. 


The following is the story of the miracle as given by Rev. Father 
Mariscal, C. SS. R. :— 

Manzaneda, in the Spanish province of Crense, in the diocese 
of Astorga, was at the time we went there to preach the mission, in 
the most lamentable state. Such a serious dispute existed between 
the parishioners and the parish priest that the priest could no longer 
live in his own parish. The people had even thrown stones at his 
head and at other priests, and, consequently, he was obliged to live 
in a small place in the neighborhood, San Martin. Who was to 
blame for this state of things is known to God alone; but in any case 
the people forgot the respect due to priests. By the command of 











er 
Se 


en 
yer 
his 
ive 
to 


ase 
of 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 105 


the Bishop of Astorga we went there to give the mission, and by 
this means to try to reconcile the parishioners with the clergy. 

On arriving we were not received with the customary ceremony. 
The people had made up their minds not to come to hear our ser- 
mons. However, we opened the mission and conducted all the 
exercises outside the town, in the church of San Martin. The 
children and many adults of the adjoining small villages, as well as 
the children of the parish of Manzaneda, were zealous in their at- 
tendance; but it was not until the fifth day that some men and women 
from Manzaneda came, and then more out of curiosity than from 
pious intentions. I had just preached on the particular judgment. 
Everything went on as usual when suddenly, as I was on the point 
of mentioning the sentence which God will pronounce upon sinners 
who deliberately persevere in their sins, an old woman in the midst 
of the people shouted, “‘Fire! Fire!” I said from the pulpit, ‘‘She 
is mistaken; there is no fire. Take the woman out of the church.” 
But again she shouted, “‘Go out, go out. Save yourselves!” All the 
people rushed out, and from the tower the fire-bell tolled the alarm 
incessantly, so that I was obliged to give up preaching, for all the 
people had left the church. I myself went out and saw at a distance 
acolumn of fire, so large that it looked as if all the farms of the 
neighboring village of Simadeville were ablaze. 

After half an hour the people returned to the church. The great 
fire was only a phenomenon. There had been no fire at all. Most 
likely the devil made use of this means to destroy any good effect of 
my sermon. Nobody knew the old woman and she was not seen 
again. 

That very same day I wrote to my Father Rector, and asked to 
be allowed to return home, because I considered the continuation of 
the mission so much time lost. But the next day Almighty God, in 
the short space of twenty minutes, effected the work for which we had 
labored in vain a whole week. 

It was the 2oth of April, the feast of the patron of the diocese, 
St. Foribius, Bishop of Astorga. After an extraordinarily devout 
preparation the children had made that morning their solemn general 
Communion. I had exhorted them earnestly to pray for the conver- 
sion of their parents and friends, and, indeed, the Divine Friend of 
children heard their prayers. ‘Towards evening the solemn reparation 
to the Blessed Sacrament was to take place. I had completely lost 
my voice, and felt unable to preach the sermon on the Blessed Sac- 
rament. Therefore, I asked my confrere, Father Romero, to preach 
in my place. He, however, excused himself, because he had never 
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preached the sermon for this solemnity, and was not prepared to do 
so in the present difficult circumstances. Therefore, I made him 
preach one of the eternal truths that evening. The people, far from 
profiting by the sermon, were laughing and joking and only remained 
in the church to see the beautiful and tasteful illumination of the 
altar. 

When Father Romero had finished his sermon, I went into the 
pulpit to recite the Act of Reparation. Meanwhile the candles were 
lighted. After the Blessed Sacrament was exposed I began the prayer 
but my voice was so weak that I could scarcely be heard. 


. “I see the Little Child!’’ 


Suddenly, so great a brightness filled the church that it obscured 
the light of nearly 200 wax candles. All the people rose and stood 
looking up at the altar to see the miracle which was taking place. A 
little girl of six years exclaimed, ‘“‘I see the little child!” I com- 
manded all to kneel, and the child to be silent. Immediately they 
all obeyed; they looked quietly as if in ecstasy. What, then, had 
happened? In the pulpit I did not recite the words I had prepared. 
My introduction to the Act of Reparation was totally different. I 
heard a voice whisper to me and dictate a development of the text 
of Isaias: “‘I have spread forth my hands all the day to an unbeliev- 
ing people, who walk in a way that is not good after their own 
thoughts” (Rom. x. 21). “‘All the day long have I spread my hands 
to a people that believeth not and contradicteth me.” My voice, up to 
then so feeble, became so strong that in all my life I never preached 
with so much force. My former hoarseness altogether disappeared. 
No wonder, for it was as if, not I, but another spoke through my 
mouth. Afterwards wishing to write down what I had said during 
these moments, I could not. Whilst I quoted and commented on 
these words of Isaias, the face of a little child with fair hair was seen 
in the sacred host exposed in the monstrance. At first it seemed 
only as big as the sacred host; then appeared also the little arms, 
and at last the whole body. It was as if the little child came out of 
the sacred host. Then it remained standing in front of the mon- 
strance, having both little arms outstretched, and in a position as if 
willing to embrace the little children who were kneeling at the foot 
of the altar. 

The little child was radiant with heavenly splendor, but had the 
impression of the wounds in His hands and feet, out of which blood 
dropped down. His garment was beautifully white, but interwoven 
with purple flowers. All the time I was speaking from the pulpit to 








ed 
ns, 
- of 
on- 
s if 
oot 


the 
ood 
ven 
it to 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 107 


the people (twenty minutes) the apparition remained visible. I asked 
the parish priest in my address to beg the little Jesus to pardon him- 
self and his parish. Up to then the priest had not seen the miracu- 
lous little child. He turned first to his parishioners, asking their 
pardon for all in which he might have offended them. Then he also 
saw his God standing as a little child in front of the monstrance. He 
threw himself on the ground before the altar steps, trembling all over. 

Then I told the children to ask Jesus’s pardon for their parents. 
They all stood up, stretched out their little arms, but could not repeat 
what I said. They seemed to be in ecstasy. The others, however, 
as one man, repeated everything I said. With solemn earnestness 
they renewed the bond of faithfulness with their God. [hen I asked 
the parish priest to give the blessing with the Blessed Sacrament. At 
the same moment the apparition disappeared. Trembling and weep- 
ing he did it, but, wishing to put the sacred host into the ciborium, 
his hand shook so much that he could not take the sacred host out 
of the monstrance. Then it was seen that the sacred host rose by 
itself slowly and descended into the ciborium. ‘The parish priest 
having closed it and replaced it in the tabernacle, went into the 
sacristy filled with awe and amazement. 

The people would not leave the church; they did so only after 
a formal command. But the altar attracted them so much that they 
went out keeping their faces turned to it. 

Late in the evening the bells were rung as on the preceding night 
to admonish those living in enmity soon to make peace with their 
neighbors, and behold, all the people of the town of Manzaneda went 
in a body to San Martin, asked to see the parish priest, and, falling 
on their knees, they implored pardon for the offenses given to him, 
and asked him at the same time to come back and live again in their 
town. 

The next morning, at the usual hour, I went to say holy Mass, 
but had the greatest difficulty in approaching the altar, the children 
having crowded around it. . 

All the parishioners without a single exception came to confes- 
sion and took part in the general Communion on the closing day. 
Even many from outside were anxious to receive Holy Communion 
at the miraculous altar of San Martin. 


During the Te Deum. 


On the last day I had a solemn Ze Deum sung in thankgiving 
for the conversion of the parish. At the moment I intoned the 
Te Deum before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed, suddenly the 
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child Jesus appeared again in the Sacred Host —as eight days be- 
fore —under the appearance of a little boy of six years. The only 
difference was this: He no longer had the marks of the wounds in 
his hands and feet, nor the purple flowers in His garment. His 
look indicated joy. When the last verse of the Ze Deum was sung 
the apparition ceased. In perpetual remembrance of this marvelous 
event, the child Jesus was represented on the mission cross, in the 
same position as He had shown Himself on the altar. 

The Bishop of Astorga sent the Archpriest, Don Antonio Fato, 
and Episcopal Notary, Thomas de Barrio, to Manzaneda to examine 
witnesses on oath; and the result of the examination was that there 
remained not the slightest doubt about the reality of the apparition 
and its circumstances. The evidence given by a little girl, Eudoxia 
Vegar, deserves to be mentioned. She had cried out in the church, 
“I see the little child.” To make the inquiry the two named above 
went with the parish priest to the house of the child’s parents. 

Don Antonio Fato asked, ‘“Tell me, Eudoxia, what did you see 
that evening?” The little one answered, ““I saw a child on the altar.” 

“‘How did the child look ?” and pointing to her little brother, he 
added, “‘Was the child as ugly as he?” 

‘““My brother,” she replied, “‘is not ugly, but the child I have 
seen was very much more beautiful.” 

And then Eudoxia, only six years old, began to extol the beauty 
of the Divine Child in the sublime words used by the spouse of the 
canticle to describe the beauty of her bridegroom. 

Suddenly the notary interrupted her, asking, “Tell me now, 
whom do you think that little boy was ?” 

Eudoxia answered with great firmness, ““Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
true God and true Man.” 

“But,” he continued, “‘you have seen the Child in that little 
glass case?” 

“Yes, sir.” 

““But how is it possible that such a big child as your little brother 
can be therein ?” 

‘That I do not understand,” replied Eudoxia, ‘““but neither can 
you, gentlemen.” 

Now the two doctors of theology began to question her about 
the presence of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament to see if she would 
not betray herself into some heresy. But on the contrary, they found 
that the little girl, who had not yet gone to school or to catechism, 
had, since the moment of the apparition, received a supernaturally 
infused science about the Holy Eucharist. 
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A last trial Eudoxia had still to stand. Her parents were poor 
people. The Archpriest took his purse, produced ten pesos (about 
seven dollars and fifty cents), and asked, ‘‘Eudoxia, have you ever 
seen so much money together ?” 

“‘No, sir.” 

“‘Now, this will be yours if you declare that you saw nothing, if 
you say that all that is told about the apparition of that little child 
is untrue.” 

But Eudoxia answered, “‘I do not sell the truth for money. Keep 
that money to yourself, for I shall not tell a lie against the truth of 
God.” 

The Archpriest, Don Antonio Fato, who began his task with the 
greatest prejudice, after hearing all the witnesses, was soon sorrow- 
fully weeping, hearing the children speak about the wonders of God 
in so sublime a manner. 

The men of Manzaneda started at once a Confraternity of the 
Blessed Sacrament to adore in turns, day and night, Jesus hidden in 
the tabernacle. 

To the Bishop of Astorga the greatest proof of the reality of the 
apparition was that the entire parish, formerly animated with hatred 
against religion and priests, was suddenly changed into a pious peo- 
ple, full of enthusiasm for the Catholic faith. 


~~ 
What a Reproach for Many Parents! 


Among the first communicants of a parish there was a boy, who 
during the instructions seemed very indifferent about what was being 
said; even the final fervent words addressed by the catechist to the 
children regarding the joy and happiness of a worthy Holy Commun- 
ion seemed to make not the least impression on him, while all his 
companions were full of joyful expectation. After the instructions 
were over, the priest called the boy and questioned him regarding his 
strange conduct. ‘Charles, is it possible that you are not happy at 
the thought of receiving your first Holy Communion tomorrow, or do 
you simply pretend to be so cold and indifferent ?” 

Without hesitating in his reply, the boy said: ‘‘How can I be- 
lieve that to receive Communion is so great a happiness, to which I 
should look forward so anxiously, since my father does not go at all 
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to Holy Communion, and mother only once a year? Were it sucha 
great happiness, they would certainly go oftener !” 
What a reproach for many parents! 


oe 


The Power and Blessing of the Rosary Devotion. 


E who desires to love the hidden King in the Blessed Sacra- 

ment, should more than anyone else apply himself assiduously 

to venerate the Queen of the holy rosary. Pope Leo XIII., 

as we know, placed the Mother of God before the Christian 
world as a queen, who through the rosary has bestowed extraordinary 
blessings upon all Christendom, for which we owe her eternal grati- 
tude. How often has not the Church experienced the power of her 
heavenly protectress, when she was invoked through the rosary de- 
votion. 

The twelfth century is one of the saddest in the history of the 
Church. “The world,” says the Ven. P Sarnelli, “‘seemed like a 
dense forest thickly overgrown with crimes and sins: injustice reigned 
supreme, and hell increased its victims unceasingly.” An ancient 
Albigensian heresy raised its head anew, and threatened to precipitate 
the whole Christian world into its errors. The kings of the world 
sent their most valiant generals to combat it,—but they were defeated. 
The popes sent their ambassadors—and they were insulted. Evena 
saint, the noble Dominic, went forth working miracles: heresy con- 
tinued making progress. 

But lo! the Queen of the rosary appeared on the battle-field. 
“Dominic, my son,” she said to him, “‘for the salvation of the world, 
the Blessed Trinity availed Itself of the Angelical Salutation, which 
is the foundation of the New Law. If you wish to conquer these 
petrified hearts, preach the rosary!” She spoke, and her valiant 
knight hastened once more into the battle with the mysterious weapon 
recommended by the holy Mother of God, and soon heresy lay van- 
quished. Victory is gained, the rosary has won its first great triumph. 

In the sixteenth century, Christendom was threatened by a new 
devastation. An immense Turkish fleet set out for Europe. The 
number of Christians to oppose the enemy was small. What could 
these[]/few accomplish against so powerful a force? In the gulf of 
Lepanto the Turkish fleet took up position in the form of a crescent 
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and the vessels of the Christians were placed in the form of a cross. 
The Turks had everything to their advantage, more sailors, greater 
number of ships, and opportune wind. Another army, however, stood 
on the side of the Christians, an army of hundreds of thousands, and 
they bore a weapon which has never failed, which has always gone 
forth victorious from battle. It was the members of the confraternity 
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of the rosary. And precisely at the hour when, in all parts of the 
world, their powerful prayer of supplication ascended to heaven, the 
Holy Father, Pius V,, saw in spirit a glorious victory. Don Juan 
had already put to death the Turkish commander-in-chief, and soon 
30,000 of the enemy who had fallen, and 290 burnt or conquered 
war-ships gave testimony of the sublime power of “‘the Queen of the 
most holy rosary.” Twice during the eighteenth century the Turks 
renewed their attacks, but both times they were repelled, and each 
time on a feast of Mary, and when the rosary had been prayed with 
great confidence. 
The Rosary Bestows Blessings. 


Mary, however, is the Queen of the rosary not only on account 
of the enemies which she has conquered by this weapon, but also on 
account of the strength and glory which she brought to the Church, 
for these gifts likewise merited for her the title of ‘“Queen of the holy 
rosary.” Julius III. therefore called the rosary the ornament of the 
Catholic Church; and the saintly Father Damian says: ‘Between 
the roses of the Blessed Virgin, the salvation of the world was seen 
to blossom.” No devotion is so general, so popular, as that of the 
rosary. The rosary is found in the hands of all classes, and each 
one draws from it the nourishment adapted to his soul. - The rosary 
sparkles on the lowly garb of the Sister of Charity, and is dearer to 
her than the most precious string of pearls. It adorns the staff of 
the pilgrim, the girdle of the missionary, and strengthens them on 
the long journey they have undertaken for the salvation of their 
fellow-men as well as for their own. ‘The rosary is the most powerful 
remedy the priest has for the conversion of sinners and especially of 
the dying. St. Clement M. Hofbauer declared: ““When I am sum- 
moned to a sick person who will not hear of confession, and I pray 
my rosary on the way, everything goes well upon my arrival.” This 
same saint called the rosary ‘his library.” 

The rosary is the prayer-book of the blind person, who, although 
his bodily eyes are closed to the light of day, with the eyes of his 
soul reads therein the magnificent mysteries of the holy Gospel; it is 
the prayer-book of the poor and unlettered; of the simple peasant 
girl and the laborer; of the sick person, who on his bed of suffering 
tries to dispel weariness and pain by loving communication with Mary. 
The rosary is the prayer-book of the aged, whose eyes are closing 
ever more and more to the light of this world, in order soon to open 
eternally to the never setting sun, God Himself. The rosary is the 
prayer-book in the evening, the prayer-book at night, whereby we 
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dispel all fear, and strengthen ourselves against the enemy who lurks 
in the darkness of our soul. 

And for the learned, for the statesman, for the general, the rosary 
is like a precious treasure. ‘“‘When in the English Parliament the 
most renowned statesmen were personally combating one another,” 
relates Hungari, “‘in that fearful hour when Ireland’s liberty or 
slavery was to be sealed, Daniel O’Connell, the famous leader of the 
Catholics, stood in a corner of the assembly hall with great compos- 
ure, and prayed his rosary”—as in like manner did the great champion 
of the Kulturkampf, Hermann v. Mallinkrodt. Emperor Charles V., 
prayed the rosary daily, and no state affairs were permitted to inter- 
rupt him in this daily exercise. 

Shall we in addition make particular mention of the saints who 
day by day practiced the rosary devotion with such astonishing zeal 
and fervor? We know that a St. Francis de Sales bound ‘himself by 
a vow to do so; that a Charles Borromeo, a Francis Xavier, a Vincent 
de Paul, never omitted this prayer in their most urgent duties; that 
a Paul of the Cross amid the pains of his last agony said: “‘I will 
pray it aslong as I can;” that a John Berchmans, in the hour of death, 
held it clasped in his hand together with the crucifix and holy rule, 
as his most precious treasure. St. Alphonsus Liguori always prayed 
the rosary in his old age, and declared definitely, ““My salvation 
will hereby be decided.” 


> 


Promise of the Mother of God. 


While the heresy of the Albigenses kept spreading more and 
more, in spite of sermons and miracles, in spite of the prayers, fasts 
and mortifications of St. Dominic, he took refuge to her whom the 
Church calls the Extirpator of heresy, to Mary, the Queen of Heaven. 
The Mother of God appeared to him in brilliant splendor and said: 
“Dominic, do not trouble yourself. You know what humiliations, 
abasement, sufferings, even the last drops of His blood it has cost my 
Son to redeem the human race. Now the Redeemer does not permit 
that His work be destroyed and annihilated by the wickedness of Sa- 
tan. Do not be discouraged; your efforts shall not be fruitless. 

“To check the torrent of so many evils, which devastate the 
Church, preach unceasingly to the people about the principal myster- 
ies of the redemption, and exhort them to meditate on these mysteries 
and take them to heart. Admonish them to make themselves worthy 
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of the graces flowing therefrom, and at least to be mindful of these 
great benefits. 

‘Introduce the rosary devotion everywhere, teach it to the peo- 
ple and tell them that this devotion is most pleasing to my Divine 
Son as well as to myself. By means of the rosary devotion, virtue 
will flourish, vice will be extirpated, heresy destroyed, and divine 
graces obtained. The rosary will be an inexhaustible fountain of 
every kind of blessing. I promise you, that I will give proof by 
many graces, how pleasing this devotion is to me, and how profitable 
to the faithful.” 


Sea 


Explanation of the Rosary Devotion. 


MONG the ancient nations of the Orient, it was customary to 
offer wreaths of roses as a sign of homage to persons whom 
they desired to show special honor. With similar sentiments, 
Christians offer their rosary devotion to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. Inthe fourth century, it occurred to St. Gregory Nazianzus, 
to offer the Queen of Heaven as a token of his love and veneration, 
pious prayers woven into a wreath, instead of perishable roses. 

But in order that this new form of piety could be practiced by 
ali the faithful, it was necessary that a certain system of familiar pray- 
ers should be arranged. This was effected in the fifth century by 
St. Bridget, patroness of Ireland. The rosary now consisted of the 
Apostles’ Creed, the Glory be to the Father, the Our Father and the 
Hail Mary. Through St. Bridget and her spiritual daughters, the 
rosary devotion was soon universally propagated. St. Bridget follow- 
ed the ancient custom of the anchorites, who made use of little 
stones, or seeds strung on a cord, to determine the number of their 
prayers. ‘This custom has been maintained up to the present time, 
and no servant of Mary would now dispense with his rosary. 

St. Louis, King of France, daily prayed not only the Office of 
the Blessed Virgin and the Divine Office as it is said by priests, but 
every evening added to his pious exercises the beautiful rosary devo- 
tion. After each Hail Mary he prostrated himself on the ground and 
saluted his Heavenly Queen. He learned to pray while a child in the 
arms of his saintly mother, Blanche, Queen of Castile, and ever after 
proved himself worthy of his noble mother, who would rather have 
seen him die than commit a mortal sin. 
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St. Dominie and the Rosary. 


In the thirteenth century, the Blessed Virgin promised Saint 
Dominic that he would conquer the heretics, if he would propagate 
the rosary devotion among the faithful. ‘““This man, renowned for 
the purity of his doctrine, the example of his virtues, and apostolic 
labors, undertook with supernatural courage, to defend the Catholic 
Church. Heconquered not by power of weapons, but principally by 
the power of the holy rosary, that prayer which he himself introduced, 
and the practice of which was everywhere spread by his disciples” 
(Encyc. of Leo XIII., on the rosary). The promise of the Queen of 
Heaven was gloriously fulfilled, and from this time forward, the rosary 
became one of the best known and most cherished devotions. 

In his Encyclical of Sept. 1, 1883, Leo XIII., declared that it 
lay in the designs of Divine Providence, that during these turbulous 
times, the veneration for the Blessed Virgin should spring up anew 
and enfold more beautifully than ever; that Christian nations from 
day to day would long more ardently for the protection of their august 
Queen, and that the pious practice of the rosary devotion, so dear to 
our ancestors, would be ever more propagated, not only as a remedy 
for the sufferings and the evils of the present time, but also as the 
most cherished ornament of Christian piety. 

The legend tells us: When St. Dominic, after the promise given 
him by the Mother of God that he would conquer the heresy, was 
returning to Toulouse, all the bells of the city began toring. A crowd 
of people gathered to ascertain the reason of the solemn ringing of 
the bells. St. Dominic ascended the pulpit and spoke earnestly of 
God’s justice, whereupon he proved with fiery eloquence, how easily 
we can work out our salvation, if we place ourselves under the pro- 
tection of Mary, the Mother of mercy. The servant of God there- 
upon prayed the rosary aloud with the assembly, and explained its 
beautiful signification. St. Dominic’s words, however, made but little 
impression on his hearers. Suddenly a fearfulstorm arose. The light- 
ning flashed and the earth trembled at the awful roaring of the thunder. 
A statue of the Blessed Virgin raised its hand in a threatening attitude, 
which rendered the scene all the more frightful. All present fell on 
their knees, solemnly renounced their heresy, and were enrolled in the 
confraternity of the holy rosary. By means of the rosary devotion, 
more than 100,000 heretics were led back to the Church. 


What Is the Holy Rosary? 


- The rosary is an oral prayer, consisting of 150 Hail Marys. It 
begins with the Apostles’ Creed; each of the fifteen decades is preceded 














116 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 


by an Our Father and ends with a Glory be to the Father, the beau- 
tiful doxology, which the liturgy of the Church has borrowed from 
the liturgy of heaven. 

The fifteen decades of the rosary are prayed, as taught by St. 
Dominic, in honor of the fifteen principal mysteries of the redemption 
in which the Blessed Virgin most participated. Her life was so in- 
timately united with that of her Divine Son, that the joys of Jesus 
were also the joys of Mary, and the sufferings of our Savior were also 
those of His most holy Mother, and she as Queen of Heaven, has the 
greatest share in the glory of her Divine Son. 

The prayers and mysteries which constitute the rosary together 
with meditation on the mysteries, which belongs to it in order to pray 
the rosary well, should often be taken into consideration. 

The BI. Curé of Ars frequently spoke to his parishioners and to 
the numerous pilgrims who came to seek his advice, about venerating 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, and was wont to prove to his audience that 
one of the most effectual means for obtaining her protection, was to 
pray the rosary devoutly. ‘““The rosary,” he said, “‘is a sublime 
hymn of jubilation whereby we praise God. The Creed announces 
the power of His justice, the Our Father, announces to us His good- 
ness, and the Hail Mary reminds us of the sanctity of God, and the 
sanctity of her whom He chose to be His Mother. The Glory be to 
the Father is the salutation of pious exaltation which we offer to the 
adorable Trinity.” 

The Apostles’ Creed. 

The Apostles’ Creed embraces all the Christian truths, the great- 
est mysteries of our holy Faith; it is, therefore, adapted before all 
other prayers, for the beginning of the rosary. While praying it, the 
eternal truths pass before our mind like rays of light, and the profes- 
sion of our Faith, is without doubt, the best preparation for our 
prayer. 

The Apostles’ Creed was said in our name when we were bap- 
tized; later on we said it daily in our prayers and during the holy 
sacrifice of the’ Mass; and we will once pray it when the priest of God 
‘ comes to our death-bed to bring us the last consolations of our holy 
religion. We could, therefore, not begin the rosary in a better way, 
than with this great act of Faith, which was prescribed by the Church 
herself. Let us, therefore, strive to pray the Apostles’ Creed with 
devotion, and impress into our hearts the truths it contains. 

St. Frances de Chantal often prayed the Apostles’ Creed. When 
she concluded her spiritual reading from Holy Scripture or some 
other pious book, she kissed the book and prayed the Creed and the 
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Confiteor. “‘I believe with my heart and confess with my mouth,” 
she often said with such fervor, that all who heard her were much 
edified. When in church, she always took delight in hearing the 
Creed sung, and remarked that this union of hearts in a single act of 
Faith enraptured her soul. 

The Glory Be to the Father. 

The holy Apostle St. John shows us the throne of God in heaven 
surrounded by the angels and saints, praising and magnifying the 
Lord. We unite our voices with those of the blessed inhabitants of 
heaven, when we pray this sublime act of praise, which the Church 
so often places on our lips. After every decade of the rosary we 
pray: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
glory be to the Father Who created us, glory be to the Son Who re- 
deemed us, glory be to the Holy Ghost Who sanctified us. 

All our actions should be performed for the greater honor and 
glory of God. It isa pious custom to bow the head whenever the 
Glory be to the Father is said; this is to indicate the sentiments of 
great reverence and profound humility which should penetrate us. 
Humble acknowledgement of our unworthiness, of our misery and 
nothingness, are the best sentiments for prayer. 

St. Alphonsus Liguori made a vow to the Blessed Virgin to pray 
the rosary every day; in his old age this was almost his only occu- 
pation. He prayed it mornings and evenings and was happy to 
manifest his love to Mary in this manner. By praying the rosary, 
this great saint glorified God, obtained mercy for many sinners, and 
released numberless souls from the pains of purgatory. 


The Our Father. 


The Our Father, the Lord’s Prayer, is truly the most excellent 
of all prayers, because our divine Redeemer Himself taught it to us. 
It precedes each decade of the rosary, like a precious pearl to which 
the Hail Marys.are attached. 

Everything that we should ask of our Lord, is included in the 
Our Father. We make known to Him our necessities in beginning 
the rosary with this prayer, and we repeat it several times, reminding 
our Savior and His Blessed Mother of our misery. Let us joyfully 
repeat the words of the Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, Who art in heaven. 
What reverence, what confidence, what love, these words should 
infuse into ourhearts! God, our Father—and Christ Himself desires 
that we call Him by that name. Let us dwell on the thought, to do 
the will of God on earth, as the angels and saints do it in heaven. 
This one petition embraces all our perfection. 
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St. Hugh, Bishop of Grenoble, prayed the Our Father many 
times during the day, not omitting it even during illness. On one 
occasion he had frequently repeated the Our Father during a night in 
which he suffered greatly; his servant remarked that it was too much 
of a strain and would certainly exhaust him. ‘“‘O no,” replied the 
holy bishop, “‘the repetition of this beautiful prayer comforts and 


strengthens me.” 
The Hail Mary. 


As already mentioned, the rosary consists of 150 Hail Marys. 
We call this sublime prayer the ‘Angelical Salutation,’ because it 
begins with the words with which the angel saluted the Blessed Virgin 
when he announced to her that she would be the Mother of God. The 
Hail Mary, by its continuous repetition, forms the golden chain of 
the rosary. 

Next to Jesus, Mary is our only hope. The rosary devotion is 
founded on this truth. As often as we pray the Hail Mary, we con- 
fess that there is no salvation except in Jesus through Mary. Every 
Hail Mary is a petition to the heart of Mary that she obtain pardon 
for us from the Sacred Heart of her Son, and apply to us the fruits 
of His redemption. Can such a request remain unanswered? The 
rosary is also called the psalter of Mary, because the 150 Hail Marys 
correspond with the number of psalms. 

It is a beautiful custom, when passing before a picture of the 
Heavenly Mother, to salute her with a Hail Mary. Her faithful 
servant, St. Bernard, never omitted to show his veneration for Mary 
in this manner. One day when he was visiting a convent in Belgium, 
he stopped before a beautiful statue of the Blessed Virgin, which was 
there venerated. Kneeling down, he said, ‘Hail Mary”; and the 
charming image immediately answered, “‘Hail Bernard,” thus reward- 
ing this filial act of love and devotion. 


>) 


How the Confraternity of the Holy Rosary Started. 





During the fifteen years in which St. Dominic, the glorious 
founder of the Order of Preachers, journeyed through Spain, convert- 
ing heretics to the true Faith and sinners to repentance, it happened 
that in the vicinity of St. James, he and his companion Bernard fell 
into the hands of pirates who dragged him to their vessel, subjected 
him to cruel treatment and compelled him to perform the labors of a 
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galley-slave. He had served at the oars almost three months and his 
strength was well nigh exhausted, when heaven seemed about to take 
vengeance on the wicked crew for the cruelties they had perpetrated 
on the servant of God. 

The vessel was far out at sea, when a terrible storm arose, accom- 
panied by thunder, lightning and rain. Their ship was hurled to and 
fro by the angry billows, and they no longer knowing where they 
were, feared every moment to be buried beneath the waves. Saint 
Dominic availed himself of the dejection and despondency of the 
pirates, to point out to them their sins as the cause of this disaster, 
and admonished them to do penance and call upon the Blessed 
Virgin. These ruffians, however, the majority of whom had lost their 
faith, answered his words with insults and brutality. The feast of the 
Annunciation had come, and their perilous condition had reached 
its height; the storm continued, and the helmsman had by this 
time been seized by the waves and drowned. 

Grieved in his inmost heart, not so much on account of the dan- 
ger threatening their bodies as that of eternal death for so many 
souls who had been purchased by the blood of Christ, Dominic, with 
tears and sighs called upon the holy Virgin to intercede for the unfort- 
unate ones, that they might obtain aid and mercy. Encouraged bya 
heavenly apparition, he made another attempt to soften their hard 
hearts, and prophesied that they would infallibly be saved if they 
wculd promise to amend their lives, would pray the rosary and place 
themselves under the powerful protection of Mary by uniting in a 
confraternity for her honor. 

All consented to do this, and falling on their knees, wept bitterly 
and implored the forgiveness of their sins. The power of Mary’s 
intercession was already becoming manifest through her servant. 
The Saint arose, stretched forth his hand over the agitated waters, 
and in the name of Christ and His Blessed Mother commanded tran- 
quillity, and behold! immediately the tempest ceased, the sky became 
clear and the waves calm. Although the vessel had been badly dam- 
aged, and the water had forced itself in on all sides, they nevertheless 
reached the shore. Rescued from temporal as well as from eternal 
death, the converted sailors fulfilled their promise to persevere in the 
service of Mary, and, as Alanus de Rupe remarks, thus laid the foun- 
dation of the rosary confraternity, which gradually spread through- 
out the whole Catholic Church, and has proved a source of manifold 
blessing and grace. (Coppenstein: de ss, Rosar. Fraternit.) 
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Arch-confraternity of the Holy Rosary. 





HE confraternity of thé rosary is one of the oldest in existence. 
Few confraternities in the Church are more extensively 
propagated, or more producive of salutary results. As the 
obligations required of its members are simple and easy, 

every Catholic ought to be anxious to join it. Our Rev. Chaplain 

obtained permission, through the Provincial of the Dominicans, to 
enroll members in the rosary confraternity. The names are registered 
and preserved in the church. 

Any one wishing to become a member of the arch-confraternity, 
will please write to the Sisters, not to Rev. P. Lucas, as being busy 
he has little time to devote to correspondence. 





Conditions. 

1. Persons wishing to become members of the confraternity, 
should send in their full names, as it is absolutely necessary that the 
name of each member be entered in the records; the place of resi- 
dence is not required. 

2. Every member should recite the whole psalter of fifteen 
mysteries once a week. It is recommended that the rosary of five 
mysteries be prayed daily, although this is not necessary to gain the 
indulgences; but the joyful, the sorrowful, and the glorious mysteries 
should be prayed once a week. The rosary beads should, moreover, 
be blessed by a priest having the faculties of attaching to them the 
Dominican indulgences. Those who omit praying the rosary do not 
thereby commit sin, but they forfeit the benefits of the confraternity 
as long as they do not pray the rosary. 


Advantages. 


During and after life, the members have a share in all the good 
works and merits of the three Orders of St. Dominic, and participate 
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in the merits of the great number of the living and deceased members 
of the confraternity. They have a claim to the special intercession 
of the numberless saints who were members of the confraternity. 
This joint inheritance is of inestimable value. ‘To these spiritual 
treasures are added the numerous indulgences so generously conferred 
on the confraternity by many popes, all of which are applicable to 
the poor souls in purgatory. 


Plenary Indulgences. 

Beringer mentions, in his book of indulgences, not less than 
sixty-four plenary indulgences that*can be gained in the course of the 
year by the members of this confraternity. 

On all the principal feasts of the year, on all the feasts of the 
Blessed Virgin, and on every first and last Sunday of the month a 
plenary indulgence can be gained. On the feast of the holy rosary, 
first Sunday in October, at the church of the confraternity, a toties 
quoties indulgence can be gained, viz., as often as the church is 
visited. There are five plenary indulgences for the hour of death. 

To gain a plenary indulgence it is usually required to receive the 
holy sacraments and pray according to the intention of the Holy 
Father. Weekly or fortnightly confession suffices. 


Partial Indulgences. 

The partial indulgences are almost innumerable. We mention 
only a few. 

I. 60,000 years and as many quarantines every time a member 
says five decades. 

2. 100 years and 100 quarantines for members who are in the 
state of grace and during the day carry the rosary about them in 
honor of the Blessed Virgin. 

3. 2025 days each time the name of Jesus is devoutly mentioned 
in the Hail Mary. 

4. 100 days for every Hail Mary. In an audience of June 12, 
1907, Pope Pius X. granted that the Crosier Indulgence and the Do- 
minican Indulgence can be gained at the same time, while praying 
the rosary, but the rosary must have both blessings. 


>< 


Remark.—Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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Early Aceustom Your Children to Say the Rosary. 





The renowned -Bishop Dupanloup of Orleans, France, relates 
from his own experience the following incident :— 

“I stood at the death-bed of a young woman, whom some years 
previously I had prepared for her first Holy Communion. On enter- 
ing her room, I could not refrain from saying, “Oh, what a heavy 
cross, what a blow for that youthful life!’ “Father, do you not believe 
that I will reach heaven?’ she replied. ‘I have every hope,’ I said. 
“And Iam certain of it,’ was the reply. “An advice which you yourself 
once gave me, gives me this certainty. At my first Holy Communion, 
you recommended me to pray one Hail Mary well, every day; 
I have done so, and for four years I have never for one day omitted 
saying my rosary. This is the reason why I feel assured of gaining 
life eternal. How could it be otherwise, sincé I have daily prayed 
fifty times to the Mother of God: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray 
for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen. Will she 
not now conduct me to heaven ?’ 

“These are the words of that young woman. And now I wit- 
nessed a scene that cannot be described, a truly heavenly death. I 
saw a tender creature in the prime of life, snatched away from all 
that constitutes happiness here on earth, leaving behind, a husband 
and an infant child. Not without tears did she leave all this, yet she 
was bright and cheerful, for she thought and spoke only of heaven.” 

Here is another example: Several years ago a poorly clad 
woman, a protestant, called on the parish priest of a city in Belgium. 
She requested to be instructed in the Catholic religion, and asked the 
same favor for her husband and children. The priest told her to 
return in two days. But the next morning she was attacked with an 
illness which prevented her from leaving her bed. The third day, 
feeling somewhat better, she again went to the priest, who examined 
her in the principles of our holy religion, and found that she was 
well instructed. She begged earnestly to be baptized, as she feared 
her illness might prove fatal, and she wished to be a Catholic before 
she died. The priest promised to assist her to carry out her desire. 

The following night, about twelve o’clock, he was summoned to 
her bedside and found her suffering great pain. The physician had 
left a note stating that the patient was in a serious condition. But 
as she did not live within the limits of his parish, he hastened to call 
the pastor of the parish in whose jurisdiction she was living, to ad- 
minister the sacraments for which she so ardently longed. The 
parish priest was at once summoned and found the sick woman well 
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prepared. He was greatly surprised to find her so well informed in 
the Catholic faith, and asked her whence she had acquired this ex- 
traordinary knowledge. The woman replied that she had obtained 
it all through her veneration of our Lady of the Rosary. 

“‘The rosary,” exclaimed the servant of God, “‘you, a Protestant, 
and acquainted with the prayers of the rosary ?” 

“Yes,” she said, ‘‘my children and I say it together every even- 
ing. We pray it with the mysteries, just as Catholics do. By its 
daily repetition, I have learned to know our Lord’s life and to love 
his Blessed Mother, and eventually I could no longer resist the grace 
of God which draws me to the Catholic Church.” 

“‘The Blessed Virgin, then, has procured the happiness for you 
to be converted,” answered the priest with emotion. ‘‘She herself 
has instructed and prepared you by the rosary.” 

Thereupon, the sick woman received the sacraments of baptism, 
extreme unction, holy Eucharist, and matrimony. At two o’clock in 
the morning, the priest departed, praising and thanking God and our 
Lady of the Rosary, for the numerous graces bestowed on this soul 
within so short a time. The next day the patient was removed to 
the hospital, where she lived but two days longer, and edified all who 
saw her. She died the death of the just, with the rosary in her hand 
and the Hail Mary on her lips. 
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Rosaries in Fine Imitation Cut Stone. 


On Rolled Gold Chain. 

Mother of Pearl Beads, 15 in. Roman Finish, $1.00 

Crystal, Sapphire and Rosestone Rosaries, Roman Finish, length 
15 in., 5 year guarantee, $1.00 

Amethyst, Garnet and Jet, large beads, suitable for elderly 
persons, Roman Finish, length 19 in., 5 year guarantee $1.50 

Sapphire, Crystal, Opal, Amethyst, Garnet and Jet, Bright 
Finish, length 15 in., 10 year guarantee $1.75 

Mother of Pearl Beads, Bright Finish, length 19 in., 10 year 
guarantee $2.00 

Jet, Garnet, Amethyst and Sapphire, length 15 in., 20 year 
guarantee $2.50 

Well-chained cocoa rosaries, small beads, with and without 
chain between each bead at 25 cts. Medium size 40 and 50 cts. 
Large beads 60 cts. 


Small crucifixes 30,40 and 50 cts. Hanging crucifixes, 7 in. 
in length 60 cts.; 11 in. $1.00 


All the rosaries, if paid for in advance, will be enriched with the Domini- 
can, Crosier, and Papal indulgences, and the crosses inlaid with wood, with 
the indulgences of the Stations, and the indulgence for the dying. 
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THE GREAT POOR SOULS’ INDULGENCE. 
Nov. ist and 2d. 


We would like to remind our kind readers of the TOTIES 
QUOTIES indulgence to be gained on All Souls’ Day. 


All those who wear the highly indulgenced Jubilee Medal 
of St. Benedict, can gain a plenary indulgence as often as they 
visit a church or public chapel, from twelve o’clock, noon, on 
All Saints’ Day until twelve o’clock, midnight, on All Souls’ 
Day, and pray the Our Father and Hail Mary five times, or other 
prayers of about the same length, according to the intention of the 
Holy Father, provided they have received the holy sacraments. 


The Jubilee Medal can be procured from us. We are sorry 
to say that imitation Jubilee Medals are circulated in the United 
States, probably manufactured by an unscrupulous firm. Ac- 
cording to the decision of the Holy Father, Pius X., such medals 
cannot have the Jubilee indulgence attached to them. 


The genuine Jubilee Medals all come from Monte Cassino, 
the mother-house of the Benedictine Order. We receive our 
Medals direct from Monte Cassino. 


2 


Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
(See picture on last page.) 





According to the interpretation and spirit of Holy Scripture, the 
Church understands by the holy and immaculate heart of Mary, in 
the first place, the whole interior of her blessed soul, her will, and all 
the holy sentiments and affections of her soul; but the Church also 
venerates the holy heart which beat in the bosom of the Mother of 
God, and still continues to beat lovingly in heaven. Holy Church 
considers the immaculate heart of Mary the most precious portion of 
her virginal body, which was found worthy to clothe the eternal Word 
with its humanity. 

And justly has the Church not only permitted the veneration of 
this holy heart, but has approved and sanctioned it. For this blessed, 
maternal heart has offered to God the greatest and most pleasing 
sacrifice, that has ever been offered to God’s majesty since the begin- 
ning of the world. This most loving heart was the altar upon which 
the blessed Virgin, standing beneath the cross in inexpressible sorrow, 
offered to the Heavenly Father the precious life of her Divine Son 
for the salvation of mankind. There on Calvary beneath the cross, 
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we became the children of sorrow:of this infinitely loving heart; there 
Jesus, our Divine Savior, placed us on the heart of His blessed Mother, 
and thereby infused into all who believed in Him, love and affection 
to her maternal heart. 

As long as gratitude remains a virtue, so long will the heart of 
Mary be an object of our love, veneration and devotedness, for the 
boundless love with which this heart has loved us. And as long as 
true motherly-love excites and. nourishes filial love, so long will Mary, 
after God, occupy the first place in our hearts, and after the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, the most pure heart of His divine Mother will always 
be the dearest object of our affection. 

In a word, were I asked why I love and venerate this most holy 
heart so much, I would answer briefly: Should I not love and vener- 
ate the best of hearts, the heart of my Mother? O this blessed heart 
has the most sacred claims to my profound homages! “Is not this 
heart the paradise of God” (St. Bernard); “‘the precious vessel of 
the Most High, the masterpiece of His hands” (St. Ephrem); “the 
temple of the Blessed Trinity” (St. Bonaventure); “‘the most pre- 
cious gift of God” (St. Ambrose); ‘“‘the bridal-couch of Christ” 
(St. Augustine)? Is not this heart the refuge, the ladder, the bridge 
for all sinners, the fountain of reconciliation, the fragrant balm of 
souls, the tabernacle of peace, the shield of salvation? Therefore, 
all our affection and love to the Immaculate Heart of Mary! 
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Everybody is pleased with the very interesting book, “Father 
Paul of Moll.” It is but sixteen years since this saintly Benedictine 
Father died. He is truly called the thaumaturgus of the nineteenth 
century. So numerous and striking were his miracles, that one 
might have supposed him to be another St. Anthony. 

Most of the miracles wrought by Father Paul were effected by 
the use of the medal of St. Benedict, therefore a detailed explanation 
of this medal and its great power is appended. A sketch of the life 
of St. Benedict, the founder of the Benedictine Order, and of his 
holy sister, St. Scholastica, is also given. 


The book is tastefully bound in blue cloth, embellished with five 
half-tone illustrations, printed from clear type on excellent paper and 
contains about 400 pages. No one should fail to procure a copy of 
this most interesting book. Price, prepaid, $1.00. 
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Mary’s Aid in the Hour of Death. 


A Capuchin cleric, Fr. Peter of Urbino, fell a prey toa malig- 
nant fever, in the fourth year of his religious life. He endured 
his sufferings in silence and with great resignation, continuing at 
the same time the practice of all monastic virtues, so that the brethren 
were greatly edified. When finally his life was drawing to a close, 
he was frequently and dreadfully oppressed by the wicked enemy, 
and the terror of his soul was expressed in his whole demeanor. 

The first assault of Satan was directed against faith. The 
evil one suggested to him, that what we are taught to believe regard- 
ing the future life of the just and the reprobate, is all folly. After 
this temptation was conquered, Satan endeavored to drive him to 
despair by representing to him that on account of his sins, which 
he greatly magnified, he could not expect forgiveness. He disclosed 
this temptation to the brethren who stood at his bedside, and encour- 
aged by them and aided by their prayers, he also repelled this attack. 
But the battle was not yet over. Soon he saw himself surrounded 
by a swarm of infernal spectres, who pressed in upon him with all 
kinds of temptations and deceit, and endeavored to separate him from 
God. The by-standers were moved to compassion and were greatly 
frightened at seeing the sick cleric tremble, gnash his teeth, sigh, cry 
out, move to and fro, and covered with the cold sweat of agony. 
“Help, brethren, help!” he cried, “‘these dragons are devouring 
me!” All fell on their knees, commended the poor sufferer to the 
Blessed Virgin, and prayed her litany for him. 

Presently Fr. Peter grew calm, his countenance brightened and 
assumed an expression of sweetest joy and heavenly peace. Then he 
opened his lips and said sweetly, ““O my brethren, what a majestic 
and beautiful Lady, arrayed in the brilliancy of the sun !—arise, 
brethren, make room for the band of virgins who are accompanying 
the Mother of God. See—now they arehere!” The expression of his 
countenance, the tone of his voice while uttering these words, were 
such, that no one doubted that the Mother of our Lord with a celes- 
tial train was truly present. ‘The brethren who a short time before 
were full of fear, now wept with joy, and could not remove their 
eyes from the dying brother’s heavenly countenance. Turning his 
head a little to one side, he said, “‘See, there is our holy Father 
St. Francis, calling me to the bliss of heaven; yes I will cling to 
him.” Having said this, he calmly expired. 

° (Bover Annal. Capuc.) 
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The Sunday Mass in Bad Weather. 





The following is a beautiful incident in the life of the famous 
and justly esteemed Italian writer, Alessandro Manzoni. 

Alessandro Manzoni, a Catholic of the good old stamp, faithfully 
went to Mass in his old age every Sunday as long as his strength 
permitted. One,cold, rainy Sunday afternoon, a friend called at his 
home, but found this excellent old man in very bad humor. Being 
asked what was the trouble, Manzoni answered, ““The women folks 
were opposed to my going to church today, because, as they said, the 
weather was too bad.” 

“‘Pardon me, but in my opinion the ladies were perfectly right; 
circumstances are such that you might easily have done harm to 
yourself.” 

“‘And I declare,” replied the poet, “‘that they were altogether 
wrong. I will prove it to you: 

‘Supposing I had won 30,000 lire in a lottery, and today were 
the last day to draw the money, and that my personal presence were 
required. Do you think the women folks would have tried to per- 
suade me to stay at home on account of the bad weather, and have 
me lose my fortune ?” 

“‘His friend,” remarks the ‘Nacional’ of Florence, “‘was speech- 
less not knowing what to reply.” But we reply and say to our read- 
ers, ‘‘Go to holy Mass; you will win the big prize every time.” 
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“The Key of Heaven.” ; 
A complete manual of prayer forall Catholics. Size 4% x 3 in. 
604 pages. In fine leather bindings, $1.00 and $1.50 


“Gems of Prayer.’ 

A handy prayer book, containing all the usual prayers and de- 
votions. Size 44% x3%in. 402 pages. In good leather bindings, 
$0.80, $1.00, and $1.50 

“Golden Links.” 

An ideal prayer book, superior to most others. Size 4% x 2% in. 

347 pages. Fine leather binding, $0.65, $0.75 and $1.20 


“Joy in God.” 
A very convenient vest pocket manual. Size 434 x 2% in. 270 
pages. Neatly bound in leather, $0.65, $0.75 and $1.35 


Address: TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 
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The Burnes National Bank 
St. Joseph, Mo. 
UNITED STATES DEPOSITORY 
Capital and Surplus $270,000 


A thoroughly modern organization, which endeavors to 
maintain the highest state of efficiency in every department 


a 


St. Benedict Academy and College 


In connection with which is conducted a school for little boys 
between the ages of six and twelve years 
ST. JOSEPH, MINNESOTA. 

Primary, Preparatory and Academic Courses, accred- 
ited to the State University. Departments of Music, Art, 
Elocution and Domestic Science. Embroidery and Plain 
Needle Work. For Prospectus address : 

Sister Directress 


RARER AREER AERA ARABIA IERIE MAAR REE RIE 


Fine Photo-tone Pictures 
Price within the reach of all 


The Last Supper 21 x 34 in. $0.50 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust 16 x 23” 25 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 19x25” 25 
Sacred Heart of Mary 19 X 25” 25 
Death of St. Joseph 16x 25” .30 
The Holy Face 16x21” 30 
Ecce Homo 14x19” 20 
Mother Most Amiable 16x25” 35 
Mother Most Admirable Iox 17” 15 
Angel Guardian Ir x21” 15 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory,” Clyde, Mo. 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Published under the direction of Rev. P. Lucas, 0.S.B., 
By the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 


Issued 8 times a year In English and in German 
Entered at the Post Office Clyde, Mo. as Second-class Matter 
Subscription Price 50 cents 


For Canada and Foreign Countries 60 cents 
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SACRED HEART OF MARY 














For the Catholic Family. 


“FATHER PAUL OF MOLL.” A book which is read with 
wonder and edification. Contains an interesting account of the 
numerous miracles wrought by this saintly Benedictine in our 
own day, some of his prophetic and striking sayings, and a num- 


ber of his soul-inspiring letters. 
Handsomely printed and attractively bound in blue cloth. 
with five full-page illustrations, 400 pages $1.00 
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d “INSPIRING WORDS OF THE BLESSED CURE OF ARS.” A 
: precious little work containing the beautiful instructions and ex- 
hortations of this holy priest. It well deserves a distinguished 


place in every Catholic family. 


Neatly bound $0.25 
German edition .30 
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“CONSOLING REVELATIONS.” Many a devout reader will 
derive the greatest spiritual benefit from the perusal of this little 
book. It shows the value of prayer and of a good intention. 
Scarcely another book could be found that offers to the Christian 
heart so much that is consoling and encouraging, in so small a 
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space. 
Bound in cloth, 125 pages $0.35 ; 
The same in German .30 : 






Every subscriber to our magazine 
TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 

sending us 15 cents, is entitled to the following four booklets, in = 
either English or German : 

Conformity to the Will of God, 64 pages. 

Magnificence of the Love of God, 64 pages. 

Message of the Sacred Heart, 16 pages. 

Devotion to the Precious Blood, 16 pages. 







When ordering these books, address : 





me Moke SET Te eg RN REN FO TEN SR ne dia i 
i alike at tea EEE Shee Pe raed MEAN a ahem T 
SIEGES TEE itil a ERA RELIES CP Te A ROE 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory,” Clyde, Mo. 





~ © SS ia 





